
  
    Skip to main content
  

  
  
    

  


  
            
    
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Migration Policy Institute]      

                

        
  
                
    
      	Newsroom
	MPI en Español
	Multimedia
	Donate
	Contact
	Sign Up

    

  



  
                
    
      
  
          
                        
          
 


        

              

          
                        
          
 All MPI
Research Publications
Articles
Multimedia
Events
News




        

              

          
                        
                  

              

          
                  
            Refine by Date          
                        
          
 
  Date 
 
 E.g., 04/11/2024








        

              

          
                        
          
 
  Date 
 
 E.g., 04/11/2024








        

              

                    
          

      





    

  



  
                
    
       

       
            


  	   
    Menu      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      
    	Research & Initiatives
        	Topics
	Regions
	Data
	Programs


      
	Publications
        	All Publications
	Reports
	Fact Sheets
	Policy Briefs
	Books
	Articles
	Commentaries
	Explainers


      
	Events
	News
        	Newsroom
	Press Releases


      
	About Us
        	Mission
	Staff
	Trustees
	Funders
	Work at MPI
	Intern at MPI
	Contact MPI


      
	MPI Europe
        	Overview
	Mission
	Staff
	Internships
	Contact


      





  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  

    

   



      
   


    

  



  
                
    
       

       
            


  	   
    Research & Initiatives      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
  Programs
    	Programs	International Program
	Migrants, Migration, and Development
	National Center on Immigrant Integration Policy
	U.S. Immigration Policy Program


	Initiatives	Beyond Territorial Asylum
	Building a Regional Migration System
	Global Skills and Talent
	Latin America and Caribbean Initiative
	Migration Data Hub
	Migration Information Source
	Transatlantic Council on Migration


	Projects	ELL Information Center
	Latin America & Caribbean Migration Portal


	MPI Europe



  






 

           
  Topics see all >
    	Border Security
	Coronavirus
	Education
	Employment & the Economy
	Illegal Immigration & Interior Enforcement
	Immigrant Integration
	Immigrant Profiles & Demographics
	Immigration Policy & Law
	International Governance
	Migration & Development
	Refugee & Asylum Policy



  






 

           
  Regions  see all >
    	Africa (sub-Saharan)
	Asia and the Pacific
	Central America & the Caribbean
	Europe
	Middle East & North Africa
	North America
	South America



  






 

           
  Data
    	International Data
	U.S. Data
	Maps



  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  
	   
    Publications      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      	Reports
	Fact Sheets
	Policy Briefs
	Books
	Articles
	Commentaries
	Explainers



  






 

           
  Featured Publication
    
        
  
  
      
        
    

  
  
    

    
          [image: Cover image for Confronting Compassion Fatigue]



      



  


  
    

    
          Reports

      





    
          January 2024

      





    
          Confronting Compassion Fatigue: Understanding the Arc of Public Support for Displaced Populations in Turkey, Colombia, and Europe


      






  
          
              By 
      Natalia Banulescu-Bogdan, M. Murat Erdoğan and Lucía Salgado

      



  





  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  



  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  
	   
    Events      
 

      
  
	   
    About Us      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      	Mission
	Staff
	Trustees
	Funders
	Work at MPI
	Intern at MPI
	Contact MPI
	Donate



  






 

           
  Programs
    

  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  
	   
    MPI Europe      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      	Mission
	Staff
	Jobs
	Internships
	Contact



  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  

    

   



      
   


    

  


  


  


    
            
  
  
  

        
  

    

    
                    
                  Migration Information Source

                  

                
          You are here
Home


    
        
  
                
    
      


  

  
      
  
  
    [image: Migration Information Source logo]

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

	Adjust Font    |    
		  
		  	 

			  
			  	 (+) Increase Font

			     (-) Decrease Font

			     Reset Font
			  

		  

	
	RSS    |   
	Copyright & Reuse


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
        
  
  
      
      

      
      
  
  Previous

  Pause
  
  Next



    

  
  
  
  
  


    
  
    

    
          Feature

      





    
          April 3, 2024

      





    
          Brain Drain and Brain Gain in Hong Kong’s Population Shuffle


      



  


  
    

    
          [image: People walk through the streets of Hong Kong]



      





    
          iStock.com/danielvfung

      



  


  
    

    
          Hong Kong finds itself in the middle of opposing trends. Amid political unrest, Beijing's increasing security pressure, and pandemic disruptions, many Hong Kongers have left and been replaced by a new group of immigrants, largely from mainland China. The dynamic has raised questions whether Hong Kong will remain a global cosmopolitan hub or instead turn inward to Asia, as this article discusses.
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          The U.S. immigration enforcement system increasingly depends on other countries to help halt irregular movements through the Americas and accept the return of unauthorized migrants. Foreign governments play a crucial and yet underappreciated role in migration management, and can either aid or frustrate U.S. border-control aims, as this article explores.
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          One-fifth of the planet lacks adequate housing. That scarcity, expected to affect 3 billion people by 2030, is a problem for native-born and immigrant communities alike. The global housing shortage can aggravate tensions over immigration and lead to integration challenges for new arrivals, as this article details.
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          Immigration touches on many facets of life in the United States. Get the facts with this useful resource, which compiles in one place answers to some of the most often-asked questions about immigration and immigrants in the United States now and historically. This article contains essential data on the immigrant population, immigration levels, trends in immigration enforcement, and much more.
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          Floods, heatwaves, and other extreme weather events have displaced hundreds of thousands of people in Iran, with repercussions for residents including the 3.4 million refugees and other forced migrants, who are restricted to climate-affected areas. Environmental challenges may also be pushing some people to move internationally. This article offers a rare look at the climate and migration dynamics in Iran.
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          Rising tensions between Texas and the federal government have sparked fears of a constitutional crisis after the state deployed its National Guard to prevent the U.S. Border Patrol from conducting operations in a city park in Eagle Pass, with Texas Governor Greg Abbott saying the “invasion” of migrants triggered the need for action. This article provides an overview of the standoff and the larger context of current and past state-federal tensions over immigration enforcement.
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          Whether as migrant-sending or migrant-receiving locations—or both—many countries have rich, complex international and internal migration histories. MPI's online journal, the Migration Information Source, offers resources on more than 100 nations. Written by leading scholars, these articles delve into countries' migration histories, demographics, policymaking, and more.
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          Immigration touches on many facets of life in the United States. Get the facts with this useful resource, which compiles in one place answers to some of the most often-asked questions about immigration and immigrants in the United States now and historically. This article contains essential data on the immigrant population, immigration levels, trends in immigration enforcement, and much more.
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          Severe weather, rising seas, and other consequences of global climate change are affecting the way people live, work, and move around the planet. While there is no clear, direct line between the impacts of climate change and changing human movement, there are indications that the warming planet is indirectly creating or altering patterns of migration. Our podcast Changing Climate, Changing Migration dives deep into the intersection of climate change and migration to separate fact from fiction.
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          Hong Kong finds itself in the middle of opposing trends. Amid political unrest, Beijing's increasing security pressure, and pandemic disruptions, many Hong Kongers have left and been replaced by a new group of immigrants, largely from mainland China. The dynamic has raised questions whether Hong Kong will remain a global cosmopolitan hub or instead turn inward to Asia, as this article discusses.
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          The U.S. immigration enforcement system increasingly depends on other countries to help halt irregular movements through the Americas and accept the return of unauthorized migrants. Foreign governments play a crucial and yet underappreciated role in migration management, and can either aid or frustrate U.S. border-control aims, as this article explores.
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          One-fifth of the planet lacks adequate housing. That scarcity, expected to affect 3 billion people by 2030, is a problem for native-born and immigrant communities alike. The global housing shortage can aggravate tensions over immigration and lead to integration challenges for new arrivals, as this article details.
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          Immigration touches on many facets of life in the United States. Get the facts with this useful resource, which compiles in one place answers to some of the most often-asked questions about immigration and immigrants in the United States now and historically. This article contains essential data on the immigrant population, immigration levels, trends in immigration enforcement, and much more.
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          Floods, heatwaves, and other extreme weather events have displaced hundreds of thousands of people in Iran, with repercussions for residents including the 3.4 million refugees and other forced migrants, who are restricted to climate-affected areas. Environmental challenges may also be pushing some people to move internationally. This article offers a rare look at the climate and migration dynamics in Iran.
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          Hong Kong finds itself in the middle of opposing trends. Amid political unrest, Beijing's increasing security pressure, and pandemic disruptions, many Hong Kongers have left and been replaced by a new group of immigrants, largely from mainland China. The dynamic has raised questions whether Hong Kong will remain a global cosmopolitan hub or instead turn inward to Asia, as this article discusses.
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          One-fifth of the planet lacks adequate housing. That scarcity, expected to affect 3 billion people by 2030, is a problem for native-born and immigrant communities alike. The global housing shortage can aggravate tensions over immigration and lead to integration challenges for new arrivals, as this article details.
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          Floods, heatwaves, and other extreme weather events have displaced hundreds of thousands of people in Iran, with repercussions for residents including the 3.4 million refugees and other forced migrants, who are restricted to climate-affected areas. Environmental challenges may also be pushing some people to move internationally. This article offers a rare look at the climate and migration dynamics in Iran.



      



  





  

  
    

  
  
    

    
          [image: A migrant from Nepal in Qatar.]



      



  


  
    

    
          Feature

      





    
          February 22, 2024

      





    
          Reliant on Labor Migration, the Global South Forges a New Social Contract with Its Citizens


      





    
          Countries such as Nepal and the Philippines have grown reliant on sending workers abroad to earn money, skills, and connections that help boost their economies. In these cases, emigration has become a way for governments in the Global South to offer their citizens access to social services and protections that they could not otherwise provide. This article details the emergence of this new mode of state-society relations.
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          The number of Tibetan refugees in India, Nepal, and Bhutan has been on a steady decline since the mid-2000s, posing a threat to the future of an exile community that has developed a robust governance, cultural, educational, and religious structure. While the Tibetan government-in-exile has become a model for displaced communities, a series of factors have contributed to the shrinking population in South Asia, as this article describes.
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          Immigration touches on many facets of life in the United States. Get the facts with this useful resource, which compiles in one place answers to some of the most often-asked questions about immigration and immigrants in the United States now and historically. This article contains essential data on the immigrant population, immigration levels, trends in immigration enforcement, and much more.



      



  





  

  
    

  
  
    

    
          [image: A family of Afghan evacuees leaving Fort McCoy, Wisconsin.]



      



  


  
    

    
          Spotlight

      





    
          February 15, 2024

      





    
          Afghan Immigrants in the United States


      





    
          The Afghan immigrant population in the United States has grown dramatically since 2010, and particularly since the 2021 withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan. Most Afghans who obtained a green card in recent years have done so through the Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program, reserved for interpreters and other Afghans who worked with the U.S. government. This article offers data on the approximately 195,000 Afghan immigrants in the United States.
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          One-tenth of all immigrants in the United States come from Europe, a vast decline from the mid-20th century, as migration within Europe has grown and more U.S. immigrants arrive from other destinations. This article provides an overview of contemporary European immigration to the United States, as a region and by top European countries of origin.
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          The United States is the world’s top destination for Haitian migrants, who in recent years have fled an array of disasters and crises. Compared to other immigrant groups in the United States, the nearly 731,000 Haitians are more likely to be naturalized citizens, arrive through family-based pathways, and work in the service industry, as this data-rich article details.
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          The more than 1.3 million Vietnamese immigrants in the United States are the result of nearly 50 years of migration that began with the end of the Vietnam War in 1975. While early generations of Vietnamese immigrants tended to arrive as refugees, the vast majority of recent green-card holders obtained their status through family reunification channels. This article takes a look at the sixth-largest U.S. immigrant population.
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          The World’s Leading Refugee Host, Turkey Has a Complex Migration History


      





    
          Turkey is home to the world’s largest refugee population, a fact that has been a source of pride, a geopolitical tool, and a logistical challenge. This article shows how the millions of Syrians who have arrived since 2011 comprise just one aspect of Turkey’s rich and complex migration history. The country has been a significant host, a transit point for individuals heading to Europe, and a source of migrant laborers.
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          Ecuador Juggles Rising Emigration and Challenges Accommodating Venezuelan Arrivals


      





    
          Ecuador has emerged as a significant destination for Venezuelan migrants, and is also a sizable origin for people heading to the United States and Spain. The Andean nation has found itself enmeshed in the Americas' evolving mobility trends and has responded with a mix of policies that have produced some unforeseen outcomes. This country profile evaluates recent trends and puts them in historical context.
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          Ecuador hace malabares con la creciente emigración y los desafíos para acomodar la llegada de venezolanos


      





    
          Ecuador se ha convertido en un destino importante para los migrantes sudamericanos, un país de tránsito para quienes se dirigen al norte y una fuente renovada de emigración. El pequeño país andino se ha visto enredado en las tendencias cambiantes de movilidad de la región y ha respondido a las circunstancias cambiantes con una combinación de políticas que ha producido algunos resultados imprevistos.
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          Historically a country of emigration, Spain rapidly transitioned to become one of Europe’s major immigration destinations in just a few years. Remarkably, this evolution occurred with minimal political backlash, even as the country suffered through a crippling economic and labor crisis. This country profile examines the trends and policies that led to this astonishing development.
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          In the years since its return to democracy, Chile has emerged as a major immigration destination within South America. Yet recent large-scale migrant arrivals from Haiti and Venezuela have shaken the country’s politics and at times overwhelmed a decades-old immigration framework that critics contended was woefully out of date. New reforms could tighten immigration, but many questions remain. This country profile analyzes migration to Chile particularly since 1990.
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          The Limits of the Go-It-Alone Approach: U.S. Migration Management Increasingly Requires Other Countries’ Cooperation


      





    
          The U.S. immigration enforcement system increasingly depends on other countries to help halt irregular movements through the Americas and accept the return of unauthorized migrants. Foreign governments play a crucial and yet underappreciated role in migration management, and can either aid or frustrate U.S. border-control aims, as this article explores.
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          Standoff at Eagle Pass: A High-Stakes U.S. Border Enforcement Showdown Comes to a Small Texas Park


      





    
          Rising tensions between Texas and the federal government have sparked fears of a constitutional crisis after the state deployed its National Guard to prevent the U.S. Border Patrol from conducting operations in a city park in Eagle Pass, with Texas Governor Greg Abbott saying the “invasion” of migrants triggered the need for action. This article provides an overview of the standoff and the larger context of current and past state-federal tensions over immigration enforcement.
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          Biden at the Three-Year Mark: The Most Active Immigration Presidency Yet Is Mired in Border Crisis Narrative


      





    
          In three years, President Joe Biden has surpassed the number of immigration-focused executive actions taken by the Trump administration throughout its entire four-year term, making his the most active U.S. presidency ever on immigration. Yet the Biden administration has been repeatedly accused of inaction at the U.S.-Mexico border, where record levels of migrant encounters have occurred. This article reviews the Biden track record on immigration.
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          Antiquated U.S. Immigration System Ambles into the Digital World


      





    
          The U.S. immigration system is notorious for persistent backlogs and antiquated processes. In recent months, under-the-radar changes have made a dent in the logjam and helped bring the system into the 21st century. But some pandemic-era changes are set to expire, potentially undoing the incremental reforms. This article details the quiet technological and efficiency improvements in U.S. immigration operations.
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          Can the Biden Immigration Playbook Be Effective for Managing Arrivals via Sea?


      





    
          Amid the highest Caribbean maritime migration levels in a generation, the Biden administration is relying on a carrot-and-stick strategy it honed amid record unauthorized migration at the U.S.-Mexico border. The approach, combining limits on asylum, expanded legal pathways, and international enforcement partnerships, could be increasingly important if maritime migration rises, as this article explains.
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Interested in quickly finding out what resources MPI and its online journal, the Migration Information Source, have by country? The country resources page allows users to select individual countries and see all the Source articles, MPI research, multimedia, and more that relates to an individual country. This is a great way to dive into everything MPI and the Source have to offer by country.
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Immigration to the United States is the subject of significant debate, with questions ranging from the size of inflows, the role of immigrants in the labor market, and the nature of enforcement, to humanitarian admission policies and the sociodemographic characteristics of new arrivals. As such, it is important for the public to have access to accurate current and historical information. This article offers the top statistics on immigrants and immigration to the United States.
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The Migration Data Hub showcases the most current demographic, social, and economic statistics about immigrants and immigration internationally and in the United States (including at the state level). Visit the Data Hub for current and historical data on immigrant and refugee populations, migration trends, and sociodemographic characteristics. From asylum recognition rates to remittance flows, the Data Hub offers easy access to top statistics.
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Every year, the Migration Information Source compiles the Top 10 Migration Issues of the Year, assessing key developments globally regarding immigration developments, policies, and trends. Visit our Top 10 Library today to check out the top migration developments of the year from 2005 onward.
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Want the latest facts and data on immigrants in the United States? Search U.S. Census data on U.S. immigrants and the native born nationally and by state based on demographic, language and education, workforce, and income indicators.
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The Migration Information Source has published a series of special issues that focus on particular migration trends of note, among them "Migration in the Modern Chinese World," "Women and Migration," and a special issue on migration and development. Check out our Special Issue Library.
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Seeking some of the most often-sought information on global migration? This statistics-rich article draws on current data sources to offer a primer on international migration, highlighting its types, the size of the migrant population and growth over time, and major sending and receiving countries and regions. Beyond looking at labor and humanitarian migrants and international students, the article examines remittances and more.
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